
118

Papers

JOURNAL OF CREATION 23(2) 2009

Major terrestrial animal taxonomic 
classifications as defined by God
Joel David Klenck

The major taxonomic classifications of terrestrial animal kinds, as defined by God, are identified during the 
Creation Week, the Fall, the Flood, and thereafter. The analysis suggests both similarities and notable differences 
between the major taxonomic groups as defined by God and those ascribed by Linnaean classifications.
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Table 3. Animal kinds attributed by God to remes or sheretz (creeper or swarmer).
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Table 4.  Animal kinds attributed to behemah, which includes medium to large mammals. 
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Table 6. Comparison between major terrestrial faunal groupings created by God and proposed Linnaean classifications.

Major Taxon Defined By God Common Translation Proposed Linnaean Classifications

Behemah Cattle Class:  Mammalia; larger than or equal to the size of hares and rock badgers.

Remes / Sheretz Creeper / Swarmer

Class:  Mammalia; smaller in size than hares / rock badgers.

Phylum:  Arthropoda (insects, spiders, lice)

Class:  Gastropoda (land snails and slugs)

Reptilia, Order: Class: Squamata, Suborders Lacertilia (lizards)

Class:  Reptilia, Orders Sphenodontia and Testudines (tuatara, turtles, and tortoises)

‘ôf Bird
Class: Aves

Mammalian Order: Class: Chiroptera (bats)

Chayat Ha’Aretz Beast of the Earth
Supraorder: Dinosauria, Order: Class: Ornithischia 

Supraorder: Dinosauria, Order: Saurischia, Suborder: Sauropodomorpha    

Chayat Ha’Sadeh Beast of the Field

Supraorder: Dinosauria, Order: Saurischia, Suborder: Theropoda

Reptilia Order: Class: Crocodilia (crocodiles and alligators)

Reptilia Order: Class: Squamata, Suborders Serpentes & Amphisbaenia (snakes and worm lizards)
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